The significant results achieved over the last ten years can be largely attributed to the scientific, programmatic and governance innovations of the AIDS response. While the significant achievements in the AIDS response are encouraging, the epidemic is far from over and entrenched challenges still remain.
Globally, HIV is the sixth leading cause of adult mortality and the largest killer among women aged 15-49 years.
Health systems in many low-and middle-income countries need strengthening, as they are still unable to provide necessary HIV-related health services to the general population. Evidence suggests that an AIDS investment has improved not only the delivery of HIV-related services but strengthened health systems in many countries. At the same time, much more still need to be done to ensure this integrated and synergistic activities with health services particularly around sexual and reproductive health and maternal and child health.
MDGs era coming to an end this year, 2015, the Region has a historic opportunity to set a course for the next era of human development that is transformational for both people and planet.
